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EDUCATION,
TRAINING AND

EMPLOYMENT
During our recent Erasmus+ funded Care2Work
project, we identified that young carers across Europe, face common difficulties when accessing everyday education, training and employment. The project
also showed that due to the circumstances they grow
up with, the same young people develop a number
of soft or interpersonal skills and competences which
with the right nurturing could lead them to develop
their own businesses. This entrepreneurial approach to employment is the focus of this new Erasmus+
funded payment Care2Entrepreneurship.
The C2E project takes the approach of addressing
the issues that young carers have little opportunity
to improve their position in society through regular employment and so entrepreneurship is a real
opportunity for them to overcome these hurdles. In
fact academic studies suggest, an entrepreneurial
approach may help them accomplish several goals ,
such as increased self-worth and satisfaction by overcoming these barriers to entering the labour market.
C2E aims to help this group of marginalised young
people by offering accessible training that meets their
needs and introduces them to the skills they need to
start their own business.

ABOUT THE C2E

PROJECT
At a critical point for Europe when youth unemployment continues to rise, IARS has put together
a strategic partnership of familiar and no so familiar

to Erasmus organisations to run C2E as a youth-led,
transnational project that will develop, test and implement innovative practices in a much neglected area in
the field of youth. Social entrepreneurial competences,
such as business and strategic planning with a social
dimension, will be the main pillar of the capacity building course curriculum to be developed for the young
potential entrepreneurs of C2E.

WHY FUNDED AND
SUPPORTED

BY THE EU?
It is estimated that there are more than 100 million
carers in Europe today. This accounts for about one fifth
of the entire European population. The vast majority of
them are young people, principally girls. According to
the Erasmus KA2 (Youth) funded Care to Work project
and EUROCARERS’ statistics, young carers are faced
with additional barriers to education, training and employment.
The same research also suggests that early in life
young carers develop a number of soft skills and competencies that with the right support can lead them
into the development of their own social businesses
and entrepreneurship activities.
Promoting entrepreneurship constitutes an important
part of the Lisbon agenda and the Europe 2020 strategy which treats entrepreneurship as a key component
of smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. Entrepreneurship is perceived by policy-makers as a means of
tackling labour market disadvantage and social exclusion more generally.
We also know that the economic savings that these
young people make to their governments through their
informal caring role is considerable. In fact, in Europe,
the value of unpaid informal care in the community and

at home is estimated from 50-90% of the overall cost
of formal care provision.

C2E PROJECT

WILL

Develop entrepreneurial competences, such as business and strategic planning skills as the main pillar of
the course curriculum for the young potential entrepreneurs of C2E.

Our main objectives are:
1.

Construct new training curricula and courses
(online and face to face) for young carers that
will allow them to develop the necessary skills,
knowledge and competences to become
young entrepreneurs.

2.

Test and implement training material in the UK,
Greece, Italy, Romania and Belgium and use the
comparative learning for informing national and
EU-wide practices and policies.

ALLOW YOUNG
CARERS TO PUT
THEIR IDEAS
INTO PRACTICE

